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President’s Message

Today is the day to celebrate 
a unique moment in human 
history.  When freedom 

loving people tired of tribalism and 
bowing to earthly lords threw off 
the chains of bondage and declared 
themselves free 
people, and began the 
process to establish 
a government that 
was made by the 
people for the people 
and ensured that the 
power remained with 
the people by keeping 
their arms. No 
longer would citizens 
bow down to their 
government.  Now 
decades later, we see 
a rise in tribalism, 
and demands for total 
government control over our lives.  
Globalists want total control of “we 
the people.”  Free people need to 
remain free by becoming involved 
and by voting. Such a simple 
act can avoid tremendous future 
consequences. We here at Nevada 
Firearms Coalition are asking a 
simple task from gun owners.  
VOTE, vote as if your rights depend 
on it, as they do.

As the China Virus lock down 

is slightly easing, we have 
been able to resume some of our 
activities. Just a reminder that we 
are a volunteer organization, so 
if you wish shooting and training 
activities in your area, please feel 

free to contact us for 
assistance in setting 
up such programs.  
Too many times I 
receive messages 
that say “everything 
is in southern Nevada, 
why don’t you do 
things in my area?”  
To which I respond, 
“we are a volunteer 
organization, are you 
volunteering?” with 
no response.

Also, during this 
time, please don’t 

forget our corporate members.  
They need your business, and many 
of them offer benefits for members. 
Links to their web sites are posted 
on our web page under “corporate 
members.”

Stay Safe and Happy 
Independence Day!! 

Don Turner, President
don@nvfac.org

Dedicated to the ownership and safe use of firearms 
for self defense, competition, recreation and hunting.

May - June 2020            Nina Hagee, Editor
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Through the Spotting Scope 
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Please Support Our Sponsors

National Shooting 
Sports Foundation: 

www.nssf.org

Civilian 
Marksmanship 

Program
www.odcmp.com

USA Shooting Team 
USA Shooting

www.usashooting.org

Covert Furniture
Furniture with compartments 

to conceal weapons.
www.covertfurniture.com

Development Division

The Pandemic has not stopped our members 
interest in shooting, the anti-gunners from 
attacking us, nor our resolve to promote 

safe firearm usage, the shooting sports and to 
fight for your gun rights.

NVFAC needs new members, we need 
members to renew their membership, we need 
donations and we need people to get involved.

Clark County Shooting Complex has started 
to reopen and we are once again promoting 
shooting events; our member clubs have 
hosted IDPA and Steel Challenge matches. The 
NVFAC competition division has hosted a 22 LR 
Silhouette Shoot and a Know Your Limits match.

Our Political Action Committee has published 
ratings on candidates of the Primary election 
and is planning to publish them for the general 
election. We need to prepare for our lobbying 
efforts in Cason City for the next Legislative 
Session in 2021.

We need support now to prepare so please 
considering donating to the NVFAC PAC’s Caliber 
Club on a monthly basis or you can do a one-
time donation here: https://nvfacpac.org/

Please do sign up for the NVFAC PAC’s mailing 
list while you are at it.

If you prefer to donate to the NVFAC 
Foundation (a 501c3 non-profit) to support 
firearms and shooting education along with the 
shooting sports you can donate here: https://
www.nvfac.org/donations/nvfac-foundation-
donation/

For those of you that have a Smith’s nearby 
please support the NVFAC Foundation through 
Smith’s Inspiring Donation Program.

Tom Panagos, Development 
Director

tom@nvfac.org

Membership Division

As we get back to normal here in Southern 
Nevada, I hope this reaches everyone 
in great spirits. As a society, we just 

experienced an event that has lead a lot of 
new gun owners to our side of thinking. I’d 
like to take this opportunity as the Membership 
Director to encourage recruitment of those new 
shooters into the NVFAC. Many have seen the 
importance of protecting our 2nd amendment 
rights. They also need lessons and learning that 
we as experienced gun owners can provide.

It has been a wild few months but as the fog 
clears let’s not let this chance pass us up. Find 

a friend or two who connected you during this 
pandemic to ask about guns. Reach out to them 
and inform them of the great things we do to 
protect their rights and enable them to practice 
that right. 

I wish everyone the best and look forward 
to getting back to our normally scheduled 
programs. 

Doug Shadid, Membership 
Director

doug@nvfac.org

http://nssf.org
www.nssf.org
http://odcmp.com
www.odcmp.com
www.usashooting.org
www.nevadansforstategunrights.org
http://covertfurniture.com
www.covertfurniture.com
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The Nevada Firearms Coalition 
is dedicated to the safe use 
of firearms for self-defense, 
competition, recreation and 
hunting. We are the statewide 
Nevada grassroots organization 
representing the firearms owners of 
Nevada. Our membership includes 
individuals, gun clubs, community 
organizations, and retail firearm 
corporations and ranges. We 
are the State Association for the 
National Rifle Association, and a 
member of the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, USA Shooting 
and the Civilian Marksman 
Program. 

Range And Retail Division
Clark County Range Development Committee

In Southern Nevada, we are lucky to have 
the Clark County Shooting Complex (CCSC). 
By size, 2900 acres, it is the largest public 

shooting facility in the United States. The issue 
is that it is only 1/3 complete. 

The importance of the CCSC in the protection 
of Nevada’s 2nd Amendment rights is not 
immediately obvious to the casual observer. For 
many shooters in Southern Nevada, this public 
facility offers 100 and 200-yard rifle ranges, trap 
and skeet shooting, pistol shooting, RV park, 
and an archery facility that is family friendly and 
does not require an annual membership. CCSC 
also has many user groups that use dedicated 
educational ranges for many different classes 
and events. Having a public place to shoot, a 
place without restricted membership, and a 
place for all types of firearms, grows the 2A 
community. For this reason, good public ranges 
are a must for our cause. 

One of NVFAC’s priorities, in addition to the 
protection of our rights, is the completion of the 
Shooting Complex. The next stage is 30 tactical 
bays that were included in the original design 
of the park, but were left out for the opening 
in 2010. The master plan called for 30 bays, 
3 classrooms, restrooms and other supporting 
features. 27 of the bays are 50 feet wide by 
50 yards long. 3 of the bays are 50 feet wide 
by 100 yards long. Each bay is surrounded by 

berms, allowing for multiple events to happen 
simultaneously.

To have these bays available would drastically 
increase Southern Nevada’s ability to have 
simultaneous shooting events! Additionally, for 
high profile conferences like the SHOT show, 
it would make Southern Nevada even more 
desirable for the firearm industry.

We need your help to make this priority a 
reality by getting involved in the political process 
of developing the tactical bays at CCSC. An easy 
way to get information about the development 
of CCSC is to join the Facebook page “Clark 
County Range Completion Project” for up to 
date info about the process. You can also go to 
NVFAC.org for information as well. For specific 
questions please contact me at Matt@nvfac.org.

Accomplishing this requires political pressure. 
Look for more information on how to help in the 
near future.  

Matt Hennager, Chair
  

matt@nvfac.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/640955236451047/

mailto:Matt@nvfac.org
mailto:matt@nvfac.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/640955236451047/
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NW Area Division

As we start to get back to normal from 
the COVID19 issues, we are looking to 
get back to work on the projects we had 

to put on hold. I’ve been meeting with local 
groups in Washoe county, (mostly though Zoom 
meetings) to continue to educate our citizens on 
the work that NVFAC does, the new gun laws we 
are now living under and what we expect to see 
come down the pipeline next legislative session. 
I’ve also been interacting with new gun owners 
every week who have until now, never thought 
they would be a gun owner. I believe it’s of 
paramount importance for those of us who know 
of a new gun owner to be a positive influence on 
them and make sure they are educated in safe 
and responsible gun handling. 

We’ve built some new relationships, but we 
still need help from people who can organize 
events, stay motivated and get things done. 
Some things have turned around for us. The 
Carson City gun range is now open to the public 
6 days a week and is under the entire control of 

the City of Carson. The Washoe County shooting 
facility has been open and local instructors are 
teaching CCW courses again. If you need gun 
training and live in the Northwest, feel free to 
contact me for a list of instructors who support 
NVFAC. Washoe County and the BLM are still 
assessing locations to build designated shooting 
areas and I will be working closely with them to 
implement a solid plan to reduce the dangers of 
wildfires caused by target shooting. We will be 
needing volunteers to help identify and maintain 
these locations. Watch the NVFAC for NW NV 
page for updates.

Thank you to all the people who have spent 
their time, money and efforts to help us grow 
and have an impact on the community. You are 
helping preserve our rights.

Justin Edwards, NW Director
justin@nvfac.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/nvfacnw/

mailto:justin@nvfac.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nvfacnw/
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Southern Area Division

If you go out into the desert and shoot, we request that you pick up your garbage, or else these 
areas will be closed too. 

Dave Talaga, Southern Director
dave@nvfac.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2241764499370864/?ref=bookmarks

mailto:dave@nvfac.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2241764499370864/?ref=bookmarks
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Nevada Firearms Coalition Foundation

Competitions Division

Now that the range restrictions have eased 
up, we are restarting our events again. 
Check out our Facebook Page for our 

events including, IDPA, Steel Challenge, Know 
Your Limits, Black Rifle, Black Powder, A Girl 
& A Gun, Annie Oakley Program, and member 
shooting events.  If you are in the NW or NE 
area and would like events and programs in 

your area, contact us at info@nvfac.org and we 
will get programs started in your area.

Johnny Engberg. Competitions 
Director

johnny@nvfac.org

Education And Training Division
Upcoming scheduled courses:

• NRA Basics of Shotgun Shooting – June 28, 
2020

• NRA Range Safety Officer course on August 
1, 2020 is being offered to Coalition Members 
at $30/person

• NRA Chief Range Safety Office course 
on August 2, 2020, must attend Basic 
Instructor Training course on July 31, 2020 
in the evening

• NRA Basics of Pistol Shooting – Instructor 
Led on August 15 and NRA Instructor Pistol 
(Includes BIT) on August 29 & 30.

• All NVFAC members get a 25% discount off 
the listed price for most of our classes. 

For information on these and other scheduled 
courses and to register, please email me at

Paul Chaffee, Education and 
Training Director

paul@nvfac.org

As soon as the Clark County Shooting Complex 
is authorized to open the classrooms on 
Tuesday nights we will restart our ladies 

program.  Keep in touch on our FB page for most 
recent updates.

Jeannette Morgan, Women’s 
Program Coordinator

Jeannette@nvfac.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1925399524406179/

Please check out and share our web and social media sites and stay informed.  
Web page: NVFAC www.nvfac.org
Web page: NVFAC-PAC www.nvfacpac.org
Facebook: NVFAC https://www.facebook.com/NVFAC      
Facebook: NVFAC-PAC https://www.facebook.com/NVFirearmsPAC

mailto:info@nvfac.org
mailto:johnny@nvfac.org
mailto:paul@nvfac.org
mailto:Jeannette@nvfac.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1925399524406179/
http://www.nvfac.org/
http://www.nvfacpac.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NVFAC
https://www.facebook.com/NVFirearmsPAC
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Nevada Firearms Coalition PAC
www.nvfacpac.org   www.facebook.com/NVFirearmsPAC

Legislative Affairs Division
Rating the Candidates

Rating candidates for NVFAC and its PAC 
since the 2012 election has been a fairly 
straightforward process.

First, we develop a survey each cycle based 
on issues important to our membership, limited 
to Second Amendment issues.  Then we send 
the survey to candidates, usually by email but 
sometimes by fax, and a very few by the U.S. 
Postal Service.  Those candidates who do not 
reply to our survey gat an “Ftr” rating for Failure 
to Return Survey.  Those candidates returning 
the surveys are scored and rated on how many 
of the issues in the survey they support.  For 
example, in the current cycle, support for all our 
issues gets an “A”.  Miss even one and that’s a 
“B”; missing two is a “C” and so forth.

We take candidates at their word in their 
survey responses, and try to keep track over 
the election cycles to see whether candidates 
are true to that word.  Legislative sessions 
usually give us what we need to separate the 
doers from the talkers.  Also, paying attention 
to campaigns over the years, to see what repeat 
candidates have supported, or in some cases, 
not supported in times past, is instructive.

For legislators who have worked well with us in 
legislative sessions by, for example, sponsoring 
our bills, working to marshal legislative support 

for our bills, or taking unpopular votes in support 
of our bills, or helping the Second Amendment in 
other ways, we have an “A+” rating.  Candidates 
who are NVFAC members get an asterisk by 
their rating.

Endorsements are another matter.  We look 
more closely at candidates for evidence of 
accomplishments and a history of demonstrated 
support of the Second Amendment, especially 
in Nevada.  We often get calls from candidates 
touting their solid and long-standing support of 
gun rights.  Almost all will tell us they have a 
concealed firearm permit, sometimes for years, 
or even decades.  That’s nice, we say, but what 
have you actually DONE to support the Second 
Amendment., we ask?  Silence.  Sometimes a 
candidate’s reports being a Life NRA member 
Very few tell us they are NVFAC members.  As 
an aside, apparently, it never occurs to many 
candidates to join the organization they are 
asking for an endorsement.  We don’t want our 
endorsements to be like M&M’s at Hallowe’en, 
handed out to anyone who knocks on our door. 
Consequently, NVFAC-PAC has endorsed very 
few candidates over the years.

There is also a difference between a rating 
and an endorsement, and the two are often 
both confused and conflated.  We had to reach 
out to candidates this cycle to remind them that 
they were rated, not endorsed, after they had 
claimed in print or broadcast advertising that 
they were endorsed by NVFAC.  We also had 
to remind them the rating came from NVFAC-
PAC, not from NVFAC.  Both organizations, while 
related, are 501C)3 corporations.  The NVFAC 
can rate candidates as part of its educational 
mission, but it cannot engage in promoting 
individual candidates, which means no candidate 
endorsements.  Our PAC is incorporated as a State 
of Nevada 501(C)3 corporation, which means we 
can rate both state and federal candidates for 
office, but can only endorse state and local-level 
candidates, not federal candidates.  We would 
need a separate PAC chartered under different 
rules to endorse candidates in federal elections.

(Continued on Page 8 - Candidates)

www.nvfacpac.org
www.facebook.com/NVFirearmsPAC
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T h i s 
cycle, we tried something we haven’t done 
often over the years: surveyed candidates in 
the Primary election.  You can see the results at 
www.nvfacpac.org. 

We also tried making our surveys and their 
completion and compilation of results more 
digital, meaning candidates can go to the www.
nfvacpac.org website and complete the survey.  
The website computes from the completed 
survey the number of issues supported, and 
sends the results on to us, at which time we 
send the candidate his/her rating.  If it’s an “A” 
or “A+’, we also send a rating logo they can use 
in their campaign advertising.

While NVFAC and NVFAC-PAC are not 
partisan, what we usually get is surveys from 
Republicans, Independents, Libertarians, or 
the Independent American Party.  We typically 
get very few surveys from Democrats, and I 
suspect the few we do get are from candidates 
who use a low rating from us as evidence to 
show their constitutions that they are NOT gun-

friendly.  We have even, over the years, had 
a few Democratic candidates both indignantly 
refuse to complete our survey, and throw in 
insulting language about our organization and 
its ideals.  

After the Primary election results are in, we 
will send survey requests to those candidates 
who survived their primaries, and show “Ftr” 
for those who choose not to participate in our 
candidate issues survey.  We think our members 
and interested parties are entitled to know that.

The 2020 election cycle is more intense, 
loaded with more surprises and twists and turns, 
and more and different major issues than any I 
can remember or have read about, and I was a 
history major in college! And its only June; the 
official campaign season hasn’t started yet!  If 
nothing else, it will be interesting and exciting 
to watch!

Randy Mackie, VP Legislative 
Affairs

randy@nvfac.org

(Candidates  - Continued from Page 7)

http://www.nvfacpac.org
http://www.nfvacpac.org
http://www.nfvacpac.org
mailto:randy@nvfac.org


NVFAC Newsletter March - April 2020 Page 9

Editor’s Endnote:

I hope during this time everyone has taken 
the opportunity to educate new firearm 
owners and their families (we have Junior 

Memberships!) on the importance of safety and 
what we do here at NVFAC.  If there was ever 
a time to get involved, it’s now. None of this is 
possible without our members, we welcome all 
support. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
any of us personally. Wishing you all a safe and 
Happy Independence Day!

Stay Safe and Healthy,

- Nina
nina@nvfac.org 

You MUST go to smile.amazon.com (hint: 
BOOKMARK that page) for the donation to 
count. If you shop on the standard Amazon 
website, it will NOT count. If you use the 
mobile app you can add items to your cart, 
THEN go use a browser to sign into smile.
amazon.com and then finish your purchase 
there. This way your purchase will count 
toward the donation.

For the Smith’s Inspiring Donation program 
please click on the logo above and follow 
these instructions:

Support Nevada Firearms Coalition 
Foundation every time you shop at 
Smith’s.

Signing up is free and easy!
1.  Go to Smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire
2.  Sign into your digital account or choose 

“Create an Account” and fill in the 
information.

3. Link your Rewards card to your 
organization: Entre your organization’s 
number LY109 or at least three letters 
of your organization’s name and click 
‘search”, select the organization and 
choose ‘save’.

Then every time you shop at Smith’s with 
your Rewards card, they donate 0.5% of 
your total order to our nonprofit.

Helpful Information
What purchases qualify?
Just about everything you purchase during 
your regular shopping trips! The only 
exclusions are alchohol, tobacco, postage 
stamps, Smith’s gift cards and debit cards, 
lottery and promotional tickets, Western 
Union, fuel and sales tax.
Remember, there’s no cost to participate in 
this program, and you’ll still earn fuel points 
on eligible purchases everytime you shop.

nina@nvfac.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-1579015
http://Smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire
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